
                                   CURRICULUM VITAE

Name:

   Borbély, Melinda

Office Address:  415 Portola Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90095



 Email-address:melindaborbely@ucla.edu, borbelymelinda@gmail.com
Citizenship: 
American
Education:

2005-2006     Montessori Teacher Academy, Dana Point

2003              Saddleback College, Mission Viejo

                      Field: English

1999-2000
Palomar College, San Diego

Field: English

1991-1996
József Attila University, Szeged, Hungary

                      Minor in Philosophy
1990-1994    Juhász Gyula University, Szeged, Hungary

Diploma in Hungarian Language and Literature and Romanian Language and Literature

1982-1986
Benedek Elek Teacher Training College 

                       Folklore and Music (Singing) Special College, Romania

                       Diploma, Elementary School Teacher
Employment and Teaching Experience: 

2006 to present Lecturer, UCLA Slavic Department, Hungarian Language

2005 – 2006
Teacher, Montessori Teacher Academy, Dana Point

1994 – 1999
Middle School Teacher, Fő Fasori Middle School, Szeged

2001 – 2002
Instructor of Hungarian Language and Literature; Music: Folklore 


                       and Folk Dancing, Szeged, Fo Fasori Middle School


1990-1994
Editor, Szeged Radio and TV, Youth Programs in Romanian



Language, Hungary 

1994              
High School Teacher, Philosophy, Tömörkény István High School, 


Szeged, Hungary

1986-1991      Elem. School Teacher, Petőfi Sándor Middle School, Romania                                                                                                                                  

Language Skills:


Hungarian- mother tongue


Romanian, English –advanced level


French- intermediate

                                                    Activities:  

I am a Hungarian lecturer in the Slavic Department of UCLA. Since a language can be effectively taught together with its culture I cover a lot of cultural and artistic issues in the UCLA Hungarian Club. My goal with the Hungarian Club besides teaching the Hungarian culture is to establish a mutually beneficial engagement with the diverse cultural and artistic communities of Los Angeles’ interconnecting art and social actions.

Lectures

· The history and the role of the Literary Salon, Hungarian Club at UCLA, Laguna Beach, 2014)

· Hungarian Culture Also on the West Coast-- Jenő Dsida: With Golden and Blue Words, UCLA Hungarian Club, Oct, 2008

· Dezső Kosztolányi: Puzzle for Adults, The life and work of a 20th century Hungarian Poet, UCLA, Hungarian Club, Nov, 2008

· Béla Hamvas’s Laurel Grove Book--The integration of Eastern and Western tradition in resolving the questions of modern age. UCLA, Hungarian Club,     Dec  2008

· The music and dance of Eastern Transylvania (Gyimesek) UCLA Hungarian Club, 2008-- followed by a dance workshop

· April 11, Hungarian Poetry Day: The Hungarian poetry in the 20th century, UCLA Hungarian Club, 2008

· The history of Hungarology (Hungarian Studies) , UCLA, 2008

· The Day of Hungarian Culture:  Remembering Balassi Balint, the renaissance Hungarian Poet, LA Hungarian Consulate (2008, Renaissance Year)

· The poetry of  Nagy László in songs, UCLA, Hungarian Club, 2007

· Folk Music around the World—Winter Solstice in Hungarian, German, English, and French songs, UCLA, Hungarian Club, 2007

· The   poetry of the Hungarian Poet Ady, Endre and Hungarian music, UCLA, Hungarian Club, 2007

· The Celebration of Light-- Thoughts around Winter Solstice , LA Hungarian Consulate, 2007

· Living in Music: Romanian and Hungarian Folk Music in Transylvania. Intensive Romanian, UCLA , 2007

· Hungarian Poetry Day, April 11 : In  Quest of the Miracle Stag-- The Early Poetry of Hungary, UCLA Hungarian Club, 2007

· The Motive of Friendship in the Works of the Hungarian philosopher Bela Hamvas, LA Hungarian Culture Center, May 2006      
· Transylvanian Music and Dances, UCLA, Transylvania, Dracula and Beyond, Prof. Colin Quigley, World Arts and Culture, Spring Quarter, May 2006     

·  The History of the Hungarian Film (With Hules, Endre film director), Hungarian Club, UCLA, Febr. 2006

· Old Hungarian Folksongs, UCLA, Hungarian Club, Jan. 2006

· Jozsef Attila’s  Poems in Musical Notes, UCLA, Hungarian Club, April 2005   

· Hungarian Folk Music and Literature, UCLA, Hungarian Club,  Feb. 2005

· The History of the Hungarian Music, UCLA, Hungarian Club, Nov. 2004 

Editorial and organisation works:  
                  GARABONCIAS Hungarian Childrens Theatre in Orange County co-founder with Bettina Botos, 2014
LAGUNA LITERARY SALON: 8th Annual Poetry and Music Night, April 2014
                7th Annual Poetry Day and Music Night, UCLA Hungarian Club, Laguna Beach, April 2013
               6th Annual Hungarian Poetry and Music Night, UCLA Hungarian Club, Laguna Beach, April 2012
              Guest lecturer professor Attila Grandpierre, from Chapman University UCLA Hungarian Club, June 2011

             5th Annual Hungarian Poetry and Music Night, UCLA Hungarian Club, Laguna Beach, April 11, 2011

            4th Annual Hungarian Poetry Day, UCLA Hungarian Club, Laguna Beach, April 11, 2010

            3rd Annual Hungarian Poetry Day, Laguna Beach, UCLA Hungarian Club,             April 11, 2009

· Professor John Ridland,(UCSB) acceptance speech of Balassi-Sword-literary award, Budapest, 2010

· Co-directing the March 15 stage production with the Hungarian Consulate  (Gabor Kaleta, general consul) in the Hungarian Cultural Center in Los Angeles, March 15, 2010

·  Professor John Ridland and professor Péter Czipott : Translation of Halotti Beszéd és Könyörgés, UCLA, 2008

· Performance celebrating 75 years on stage of actress Éva Szörényi, Los Angeles, 2008

· 7th Hungarian Film Festival of Los Angeles, Los Angeles, 2007

· Móricz Zsigmond: Relatives/Rokonok Symposium UCLA 2007

· Baltic Summer Institute UCLA 2007

· Hungarian Past and Present, Workshop on Hungarian Language, UCLA 2006

Dance Choreographies:   

· American Country Dances, 30 min. Choreographer/Dancer, Szeged, Hungary,1998

· History Through Dance, 40 minutes, Director/Choreographer, Stage Production, Szeged, Hungary, Tour in Southern Hungary, in the Cultural Center Ópusztaszer, 1997

· Central and Southern Europe, 35 minutes, Choreographer / Dancer, 

Log line: Differences and similarities between the folk dances of               Slovakians, Hungarians, Romanians, Polish, Croatians and Serbians,                Szeged, Hungary, 1996                                                                                                                                                       

· Greek Dances, 25 min., Choreographer, Dancer, Szeged, Hungary, 1995

· Scottish Dances, 35 min. Choreographer, Dancer, Szeged,Hungary, 1994

Acting and Singing Performances:

· Fairy Tale Night  at UCLA : The Poem Writing Competition, director, organizer, 2014
· Christmas Performance at UCLA (2013, 2014)
· Christmas and Hanukkah Performances at the Bel Air Residence of the  Hungarian Consulate with the UCLA students: (2012, 2013, 2104)
· Furulyas Palko, with the GARABONCIAS, Los Angeles, Hungarian Cultural Alliance, 2014, director and actor

·   Midsummer’s Night Dream, with the GARABONCIAS, Los Angeles, Hungarian Cultural Alliance, 2014, director and actor
· HELIKON, Poets in Transylvania, singer, Reseda Church, Los Angeles, 2013
· Celebrating March 15th, the Hungarian Revolution, singer, presenter, moderator, Hungarian House, Los Angeles, 2013

· Our Town, by Thornton Wilder, Drama, Lead actor, Emily, Palomar College, San Diego, 2000

· Singing at various Folk Dance Festivals, Szeged, Hungary, American, Scottish, Greek and Hungarian Dances  since 1994 on

· Fundraising Concerts for the Democratic Election after the December 1989 Revolution in Romania, 1990 

· Member of the Csíkszereda  Dance Company/ Ensamble(1986-1989), Director /Choreographer: Szalay, Zoltán

· Ballads, Film: The stories in the Central European Ballads, Lead Actor, Singer

       Farkaslaka/ Bucharest, Romania, 1986

Teaching Folk Singing:

· National Folk-singing Competition , Budapest, Hungary

· First Prize every year won by the students (1996-2001): 

 

Brzozka, Helena (Budapest Conservatory of Music)

  

 Agod, Aliz (Budapest Music Academy)

   

Kreich, Zsuzsanna, Szeged, Folk-Singer



Takacs, Eva, (Budapest, Music Academy) 

Records:
· “Hess Pava” Transylvanian Folk Songs –Record, Work with Katona, Adam ethnographist, and Pavai, Istvan Musiclogyst, Romania (Transylvania)  (1986)

·  “Hess Pava” II.   Transylvanian Folk Songs—Record (Udvarhelyszek region)(1992)

Film directing:

· “ The Reversed World”, 25 min, Screenwriter/ Director, Szeged Regional TV, Hungary, Log line: Children’s world versus the adult world (1994)

· “Momo”, 30 min., Screenwriter/Director, Szeged TV, Hungary, Log line: Based on a Michael Ende book:  the story is about the pursuit of time.

Journalism: 

· Laguna Irodalmi Szalon: The history and the role of the Literary Salon,in                   American Hungarian Journal (Amerikai Magyar Hirlap), 2014
· The Literature as the Society’s Cultural “Black Box” in American Hungarian Journal (Amerikai Magyar Hirlap), 2008
· The contribution of “Barozda” ensemble in preserving the culture in Transylvania, in American Hungarian Journal, 2008
· Szörényi, Éva-- the Hungarian Cultural Icon in Los Angeles –Published in Hargita Népe , June 2008
· Csángók in San Diego  in Hargita Népe , Romania, Nov.6, 2004 

· Folk Gems: Our songs, published in  Dolgozó Nő, Romania,  March,1986)

Literary Translations from English into Hungarian  

·  Ehrnrooth, Jari: Három tézis a finn identitásról (Three theses about Finnishness, published in Látó, 2005) 

· A finn identitas négyféle megközelítése  (Four approaches toward the notion of Finnishnes:
Ehrnrooth, Jari: Ambivalence and ur-Finnishness



Heinamaa, Sara: Rethinking Identity

     


Hannula, Mika:  Plurality, tolerance and a story of one’s own 

      


Siukonen, Jyrki: Finnish identity as an international art form 

       (AmbrooBook, 2013)

· Hakamies, Pekka: Finns in Russia, Russians in Finnland (Ambroobook, 2013)

· Leitzinger, Antero:Hungarians in Finland before the 1970s ( Ambroobook 2013)

Studies on Multicultural Finland: Mi finnek soha nem nezunk egymas szemebe (Ambroobook, 2013)

From Hungarian to English:

· The diaries and letters of Andre Kertesz (translations in Getty Research Institute for Patricia Palbers, the writer of a biographical book about Andre Kertesz, Hungarian-born photographer (to be published by Other Press in 2015).
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