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	Deftly relying on Mickiewcz's personal correspondence (less on his works), this superb, meticulously researched, richly detailed book places the great Polish Romantic poet and patriot in the midst of European events of his times. Koropeckyj (UCLA) avoids the customary adulation of this literary icon, found in works by Mieczysław Jastrun, Czesław Miłosz, et al. Instead he portrays Mickiewicz (1798-1855) as a genuine human being full of Romantic thoughts and intentions yet distracted by amorous advances and his allegiance to Andrzej Towianski's schism. The flowing narrative is firmly grounded in scholarly research. In 13 chapters, Koropeckyj delves into the poet's tragic life--from his childhood to his years in exile--describing his travels, emigration to Switzerland and France, academic achievements, political restlessness, and unfortunate death during attempts to organize Polish legions in Turkey, and the final removal of his exhumed remains to Kraków's Wawel Cathedral, where he rests among Polish kings and military heroes. Providing vivid descriptions of historical events, political struggles, and Romantic turmoils in Europe, Koropeckyj reveals details unknown even to avid scholars of Polish literature. Summing Up: Essential. All readers, all levels. -- D. Hutchins, Buena Vista University


